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Summer Reading 2011-2012
(For those students who have completed Grade 5)

Entering Grade 6

During the summer months, students entering grade 6 will need to read two books.  All students are required to read Hatchet by Gary Paulsen and Holes by Louis Sachar.  In August, the reading teacher will begin the year's work with these books and students will be tested on the content of each.  
After reading Hatchet, students should follow directions on the corresponding worksheet and create a journal as Brian might have written.  

After reading Holes, students should watch the movie, and then make a list of all of the ways that the movie is different from the novel.  Your list should include at least ten differences, each written in a complete sentence.  


Upon completion of each of the books, a parent/guardian is asked to sign that the student has completed the assignment.  Both assignments will be graded.  All summer work is due to the reading teacher by the first Monday of the new school year.  


Everyone is strongly encouraged to read more than just these two required books.  Studies have proven that students who read a variety of materials are much more successful in academic activities. Challenge yourself!  Find some interesting books.  Share them with your class in the fall.  Enjoy your summer!
REQUIRED READING:
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* Hatchet - Gary Paulsen

*  Holes – Louis Sachar 
HATCHET

Gary Paulsen

In this novel, Brian is faced with many difficult situations.   He solves each by thinking about the situation, evaluating his options and then taking action.  For this report, you are to pretend that you are Brian writing about your adventures.  Pick one sentence starter from each of the groups below.  Write a journal entry for each of your selected topics. Include facts about what happened as well as emotions/feelings that Brian would possibly have felt.  Illustrate each page.
PAGE 1 - Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

· My memorable airplane ride 

*  My body ached all over 
· The going-away present 


*  I knew I was really lost 
· Luckily, I knew a bit of first aid 

*  The power of positive thinking 

· The emergency situation 


*  I couldn't believe my hunger 

· I thought I was going to die 


*  Bitten by the bugs 

PAGE 2 - Chapters 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12

· Tons and tons of berries to pick 

*  Trying to make a fire 

· Close encounters of the animal kind 
*  I followed the tracks 

· The worst smell on earth 


*  My fishing expedition 

· My fishing expedition 


*  A unique invention
· At first if you don't succeed, try, try again 

· I knew that feeling sorry for myself was not going to help 

· It was one of the most disgusting things I had ever eaten 

PAGE 3 - Chapters 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18

· The wild, but harmless animal 

*  What a feast! 

· Time did not matter anymore 

*  The incredible storm 

· Learning through mistakes 


*  Starting all over again 

· It took me a little while to figure it out 
*  I wasn't sure if it was broken 

· It's amazing what you can build by yourself 

· Losing something of great importance 

PAGE 4 - Reflection
Continue to pretend that you are Brian.  Finish your journal by explaining what lessons you learned from these adventures.  Do you think that they will apply to Brian’s life when he returns to the city?  How will they apply?

COVER

Draw a cover for Brian’s journal that reflects his adventures. 
Student’s Name:______________________________________________________________________

I have read Hatchet, by Gary Paulsen.

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE__________________________________________________
DATE__________________________________________________________________

I have read Holes, by Louis Sachar.

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE__________________________________________________
DATE__________________________________________________________________
