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Summer Reading
(For those students who have completed Grade 6) 
ENTERING GRADE 7    2011-2012

During the summer months, students entering grade 7 will need to read two books.  Each of the books must be either a Newbery Award Winner or a Newbery Honor Award Winner at your reading level.  The complete list is available on the Newbery Medal Home Page – 

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberymedal.cfm
After both novels have been read, students are to select one of the two novels and complete one of the two following assignment.  All summer work is due to the reading teacher by the first Monday of the new school year.  
INTRODUCTION TO YOUR ASSIGNMENT
A bookstore company has just hired you as its agent.  It is your job to sell the Newbery Medal Award winning books to other middle school students.  You’ve read some of the books and you agree that it is important for young adults to read them.  How will you help this company sell these books?

TASK

Your task is to put together a presentation about the book, the author as well as the process that selects Newbery book winners and present it to area middle school students.  

For the presentation, you will put together either a PowerPoint or a poster that highlights the novel’s plot along with information about the author.  
1.  Before beginning work on your PowerPoint or poster presentation, you must be sure that you know your chosen book well enough to write about it.  Complete a plot diagram to identify the elements of plot.  You may use the website:  http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/plot-diagram/, or you may make your own diagram that includes: exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution.

2.  Then choose one of the following presentations:

*****CHOICE #1 - You will design a 10-15 slide PowerPoint presentation that explains the plot of the novel.  Your slides must include the following information:  title and author, exposition, rising action (should be 4-7 slides), climax, falling action, resolution, and author’s biography.  One of your slides should discuss how Newbery Award books are selected.  You can find this information on the following sites - http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/aboutnewbery/aboutnewbery.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberyterms/newberyterms.cfm
You may add any illustrations or pictures that would grab the attention of the students who will be in your audience.  Save your work to a flash drive for the presentation.
********OR********

*****CHOICE #2 – You will design a presentation board (such as those that are used in science fair presentations).  The title of your chosen novel and the author’s name should be on the top of your board.  You should have 10-15 sheets of computer paper neatly arranged which include the following information:  title and author, exposition, rising action (should be 4-7 sheets), climax, falling action, resolution, and author’s biography. One of your ‘pages’ on the poster should discuss how Newbery Award books are selected.  You can find this information on the following sites - http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/aboutnewbery/aboutnewbery.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberyterms/newberyterms.cfm
 Be sure to arrange the sheets with the plot in proper sequential order.  You may add any illustrations or pictures that would grab the attention of the students who will be in your audience.

Sites to find information about the authors:

http://www.kidsreads.com/authors/authors.asp
http://comminfo.rutgers.edu/professional-development/childlit/AuthorSite/index.html
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