
 

SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 
GRADE 7 

All students are required to read Chains, our fiction 
selection. Students are asked to take notes as they read 

because we will be discussing the book as a class when 

we start 7th grade literature. 

For the second book, students may choose any one of 
the  nonfiction books listed, and complete the appropriate 

assignment listed below. Students may opt to complete 

assignment #3 in place of completing assignments #1 or 

#2. 

# 1 Any one of the Harriet Tubman books OR 

  Rosa Parks My Story 

Both Harriet Tubman and Rosa Parks can be considered heroines or 

mothers of freedom. Choose one or the other depending on your choice of 

book, and in a three paragraph essay discuss how either Tubman or Parks 

discovered her inner strength and fought for her freedom and the freedom 

of other African Americans. 

# 2 Lincoln A Photobiography Abraham Lincoln might be considered the 

very first civil rights leader, a man of quiet courage. In his second Inaugural 

Address, Lincoln called slavery, “   a hateful and evil practice - a sin in the 

sight of God and both North and South alike share the guilt of slavery." In 

1863, Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation which freed all the 

slaves in the rebel states (the Confederacy). In a three paragraph essay, 

discuss Lincoln's courage in addressing the issue of slavery. 

#3 Visit the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and 

Culture in Washington, D C. Tour through the exhibits and galleries, and 



 

take notes. Think about what you learned and about what you felt. After 
doing so, write a personal reflection of three paragraphs describing what 

you learned and describing your personal responses. Bring proof of your 

visit such as a ticket stub... * Hint* If you want to visit the museum on a 

certain day, it is wise to call and reserve tickets VERY EARLY in the 

morning. 

All essays/ personal reflections are to be typed, 

double 
spaced, and about 1 ½ - 2 pages in length. 

The attached Parent Verification Form to be completed 
and returned. 

REQUIRED READ Chains by Laurie Halse 
 Choice of 2nd book: 

Rosa Parks My Story Rosa Parks with Jim Haskins 
Harriet Tubman Conductor on the Underground 
Railroad 

      Ann Petry 

I Am Harriet Tubman Grace Norwich 

Who Was Harriet Tubman? Yona Zeldis 
Lincoln A Photobiography Russell Freedman 



 
  

Summer Reading Grade 7 
 VERIFICATION FORM 

My child has completed the 
required reading of CHAINS. 

Parent signature Date ____________ 

My child 
second book 

has completed reading 
th  

Parent signature Date__________ 

Please check one and initial. 

My child has completed task #1_______ 
My child has completed task #2_______ 

My child has visited the museum and has completed 

  task #3_____________ 


